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Synopsis

What is the relationship of the individual to the state? What is the ideal state, and how can it bring
about the most desirable life for its citizens? What sort of education should it provide? What is the
purpose of amassing wealth? These are some of the questions Aristotle attempts to answer in one
of the most intellectually stimulating works.Both heavily influenced by and critical of Plato’s Republic
and Laws, Politics represents the distillation of a lifetime of thought and observation. "Encyclopaedic
knowledge has never, before or since, gone hand in hand with a logic so masculine or with
speculation so profound," says H. W. C. Davis in his introduction. Students, teachers, and scholars
will welcome this inexpensive new edition of the Benjamin Jowett translation, as will all readers

interested in Greek thought, political theory, and depictions of the ideal state.
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Customer Reviews

What is the relationship of the individual to the state? What is the ideal state, and how can it bring
about the most desirable life for its citizens? What sort of education should it provide? What is the
purpose of amassing wealth? These are some of the questions Aristotle attempts to answer in one
of the most intellectually stimulating works.Both heavily influenced by and critical of Plato’s Republic
and Laws, Politics represents the distillation of a lifetime of thought and observation. "Encyclopaedic
knowledge has never, before or since, gone hand in hand with a logic so masculine or with

speculation so profound," says H. W. C. Davis in his introduction. Students, teachers, and scholars



will welcome this inexpensive new edition of the Benjamin Jowett translation, as will all readers

interested in Greek thought, political theory, and depictions of the ideal state.

IT SHOWED ME THE WORLD HAS NOT CHANGED MUCH IN THE LAST 2300 YEARS.

Aristotle’s The Politics is without a doubt one of the most celebrated works of political science from
antiquity. He begins with a description of a state, advances through the numerous types of
constitutions, describes the ideal citizen, and defines good government-not to mention numerous
other fascinating political insights into the running of a state.Aristotle’s outline for government and
state has been influential to political scientists for over 2,400 years. His discussion on the cons of
complete unity, as well as his chapter on "the natural and unnatural methods of acquiring goods,"
certainly must have influenced Karl Marx, and his discussions on the "good of all" certainly led to
Mills and Bentham’s utilitarianism.The Penguin Classics edition gives the reader an authoritative,
inexpensive copy that is ideal for scholars as well as students. The footnotes are helpful, but not

excessive. An excellent purchase all around.

Historically interesting. Useful contrast with Plato’s Republic.

classic text

Great translation and great introductory essay.

The translation is friendly, as this is a tough book to tackle, so the translation is very important. They
did good job!

Classic Aristotle.

great, must read by Aristotle!
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